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"  The  promise  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children." — Acts  ii.  39. 


I  DESIRE  to  keep  in  remembrance,  and  to  record  for  the 
benefit  of  my  children,  how  faithful  God  has  proved 
Himself  to  His  promise,  and  how  remarkably  for  very 
many  generations  He  has  chosen  from  our  family  a  seed 
to  serve  Him. 


4  A  EECOED  OF  FAMILY  GRACE. 

The  first  ancestor  regarding  whom  there  is  definite 
information  is  James  Balfour,  who  was  born  about  1540, 
shortly  before  the  Eeformation,  and  was  said  to  be  sixth 
son  of  Sir  Andrew  Balfour  of  Powis.^  On  the  mother's 
side  he  appears  to  have  been  cousin-german  to  Eichard 
Melville,  proprietor  of  Baldovie  in  Forfarshire,  and  who 
was  also  minister  of  Maryton.  Like  many  of  the  sons  of 
the  gentry  at  that  period,  he  joined,  as  a  minister,  the 
Eeformed  Church  of  Scotland.  He  was  minister  simul- 
taneously of  Guthrie,  Dunnichen,  and  Idvies,  all  in 
Forfarshire,  between  1566  and  1587,  when  "after  long 
communing "  he  was  translated  to  Edinburgh.  He  was 
first  cousin  of  Eichard  Melville  of  Baldovie  and  of  his 
younger  brother  Andrew,  the  eminent  Eeformer.  ^ 

He  married  in  1575  Barbara,  youngest  daughter  of 
Eichard  Melville  of  Baldovie.  As  this  was  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Dun,  Melville  was  a  warm  friend  of 
Mr  Erskine,  the  proprietor  of  that  estate,  so  well  known 
as  a  Eeformer.  Eichard's  younger  brother  Andrew  held 
a  place  in  Eeformation  history  next  in  importance  to 
that  of  John  Knox.  He  was  uncle  of  Mrs  James 
Balfour. 

^  Wodrow's  Misc.  vol.  i.  p.  351. 
*  Melville's  Autobiography. 
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James  Melville,  whose  autobiography  gives  such  a 
vivid  picture  of  these  eventful  times,  was  her  brother; 
and  she  had  a  sister  Isabel.  This  sister  seems  to 
have  been  of  kindred  spirit  with  the  other  members 
of  her  family ;  for  it  is  recorded  that,  when  speaking 
of  people  putting  their  hand  to  the  plough  and  looking 
back,  "she  burst  forth  in  tears  and  says,  'Alas,  what 
will  come  of  them  at  that  latter  day !  God  keep  my 
father  and  Mr  James  Melville  and  Mr  James  Balfour 
from  this.' " 

It  affords  an  interesting  glimpse  into  the  social  habits  of 
believing  men  in  those  days  to  read  that  the  Eev.  John 
Durie,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  who  was 
remarkable  for  his  holiness  and  careful  and  continual 
walking  with  God  in  meditation  and  prayer,  was 
also  very  hospitable,  and  took  delight  to  have  his  table 
and  house  filled  with  the  best  men.  At  the  time  of 
the  General  Assembly,  James  Melville  says,  "  he  generally 
had  as  his  guests  Mr  Andrew  Melville,  Mr  Thomas 
Smeaton,  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnott,  three  of  the  learned- 
est  in  Europe ;  Mr  James  Melville,  my  uncle ;  Mr 
James  Balfour,  David  Ferguson,  David  Horn,  ministers, 
with  some  zealous  godly  barons  and  gentlemen.  In 
time  of  meals  was  reasoning  upon  good  purposes,  to  wit. 
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matters  in  hand  ;  thereafter,  earnest  and  long  prayer ; 
thereafter,  a  chapter  read,  and  every  man,  one  by  one, 
gave  his  vote  and  observation  thereof;  so  that,  if  all 
had  been  set  down  in  writing,  I  have  heard  the  learnedest 
and  of  best  judgment  say  they  would  not  have  wished  a 
fuller  and  better  commentary  than  sometimes  would  fall 
out  in  that  exercise.  Thereafter  was  sung  a  psalm,  after 
which  was  conference  and  deliberation  upon  the  purpose 
in  hand ;  and  at  night,  before  going  to  bed,  earnest  and 
zealous  prayer." 

Mr  James  Balfour  took  a  prominent  part  in  affairs  after 
he  became  a  minister  of  Edinburgh.  At  one  time  he  was 
bold  enough  to  refuse  to  give  thanks  in  church  for  the  escape 
of  the  King  from  the  alleged  Gowrie  conspiracy,  as  he 
did  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  the  conspiracy.  For 
this  he  was  banished  from  the  city ;  but  was  afterwards 
restored. 

When  James  VI.  of  Scotland  succeeded  to  the  English 
Ci'own,  he  went  to  reside  in  London,  and  was  desirous  of 
inducing  his  subjects  in  Scotland  to  conform  to  the 
Episcopalian  Church.  With  the  view  of  accomplishing 
this,  he  sent  for  six  of  the  leading  ministers  to  attend 
him.^  Among  these  were  Andrew  and  James  Melville  and 
^  Melville's  AtUobiography. 
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James  Balfour.  They  arrived  there  in  1606,  and  had 
various  conferences  with  His  Majesty,  with  several  of  the 
prelates,  and  other  learned  men.  During  these  confer- 
ences, the  Scotchmen  maintained  their  principles  very 
tenaciously.  When  the  King  found  that  they  could  not  be 
overcome  by  argument,  he  thought  to  win  them  by 
courtesy  and  hospitality,  so  he  sent  each  of  them  to  live 
with  one  of  the  bishops.  Mr  Balfour  was  consigned  to 
the  care  of  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  and  he  resided  at  his 
palace  for  some  months.  All  the  means  used,  however, 
were  ineffectual  to  induce  any  of  them  to  resile  from  their 
opinions  and  adopt  those  of  His  Majesty.  They  therefore 
solicited  the  Privy  Council  that  they  might  be  sent  home. 
It  was  agreed  that  they  should  leave  London;  but 
they  were  not  allowed  to  return  to  their  own  charges.' 
Andrew  Melville  was,  however,  instead  of  being  sent 
home,  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  afterwards  sent 
abroad,  from  whence  he  never  returned.  Mr  Balfour  was 
commanded  to  confine  himself  to  Cockburnspath,  in  East 
Lotliian.  After  having  been  there  for  two  months,  his 
destination  was  changed  to  Alford,  in  Aberdeenshire. 
"When  proceeding  there  he  was  compelled  by  illness  to 
stop  at  Tnverkeithing,  in  Fife.  He  by  and  by,  however, 
returned  to  Edinburgh,  and,  when  preaching  there,  was 
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again  removed,  by  a  royal  warrant,  in  1610.  He  died  a 
few  years  after,  in  1613. 

It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  Andrew  Melville  continued 
till  the  close  of  his  life  to  feel  a  warm  interest  in  the 
Balfours.  He  wrote  from  the  Continent,  to  his  nephew, 
James  Melville :  "  I  am  much  grieved  at  the  imprison- 
ment of  my  young  friend  Balfour,  your  sister's  son ;  if 
I  can  procure  his  liberty  by  the  assistance  of  foreigners, 
I  shall  look  on  it  as  a  favour  conferred  on  myself." 
And  again  he  afterwards  writes,  from  Sedan,  in  France : 
"  And,  pray,  do  not  forget  my  venerable  old  cousin, 
Mr  James  Balfour,  who  must  be  on  the  brink  of  the 
grave,  and  who  has  long  been  afflicted  with  gout,  gravel, 
and  colic.  When  I  came  to  this  country,  I  was  the  means 
of  releasing  his  son  from  prison,  and  I  shall  look  for 
his  letter  of  thanks.  It  will  give  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  this  retirement  of  mine  to  hear  from  him  or 
any  of  his  friends,  and  to  be  informed  of  everything  about 
them." 

James  Balfour  was  married  a  second  time  to  Isobel 
King,  who  survived  him,  but  by  her  he  had  no  family. 
He  and  Barbara  Melville  had  at  least  three  children 
• — James,  Andrew  (minister  of  Kirknewton,  in  Mid- 
lothian), and  a  daughter  Nicolas.     Nicolas  seems  to  have 
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been  an  eminent  and  fearless  Christian,  as  she  was  threat- 
ened to  be  banished  the  city  in  1620,  some  time  after 
her  father's  death,  for  keeping  conventicles  in  her  house, 
or,  in  modern  phraseology,  holding  prayer-meetings  there. 

Andrew,  the  minister  of  Kirknewton,  was  born  about 
1587,  and  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1613.  He 
was  among  those  who  signed  the  Protestation  for  the 
liberties  of  the  Kirk  in  1617,  for  which  he  was  cast  into 
prison,  but  from  whence  he  was  afterwards  released.  He 
got  leave  from  his  Presbytery  in  1613  to  visit  his  uncle, 
James  Melville,  at  Berwick,  where  he  was  then  dying. 
Andrew  Balfour  died  in  the  year  1624,  at  the  comparatively 
early  age  of  thirty-seven. 

He  had  three  sons  and  a  daughter  —  James,  John, 
Andrew,  and  Elizabeth.  His  son  James  was  born  about 
1618.  He  went  to  the  Scotch  Bar,  in  the  year  1644, 
and  became  Clerk  of  Session  in  Oliver  Cromwell's 
time.  He  was  married  in  1644  to  Bridget  Chalmers, 
heiress  of  Balbeithen,  in  Aberdeenshire,  to  which  pro- 
perty he  was  served  heir  on  17th  February  1693.^ 

They  had  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daughters.     Their 

son  James,  born  about  1646,  married,  January  23,  1679, 

Helen  Smith,  daughter  of  Smith  of  Cramond  and  Grote- 

^  Register  of  Privy  Seals,  Latin  Series  for,  704,  B. 
B 
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hill.^  He  "was  a  Magistrate  in  Edinburgh,  and  a  Governor 
of  the  Darien  Company.  He  also,  along  with  three  other 
gentlemen,  had  by  Act  of  Parliament  a  monopoly  of  the 
manufacture  of  gunpowder  in  Scotland.  He  died  about 
1703.  The  two  last  are  the  only  ancestors  of  whose  reli- 
gious feelings  we  have  no  positive  record.  We  may 
suppose,  however,  that  as  the  father  of  the  former  and 
the  son  of  the  latter  were  both  so  decided,  they  too  must 
have  had  the  same  elevated  principles,  especially  as  there 
are  no  indications  to  the  contrary. 

We  come  now  to  a  period  when  we  have  authentic 
evidence  of  the  sentiments  of  all  those  who  are  referred 
to.  James  Balfour,  son  of  the  Governor  of  the  Darien 
Company,  was  born  on  12th  April  1681.  He  married 
Louisa,  daughter  of  Eobert  Hamilton,  of  Airdrie,  in  1704.^ 
Her  family  was  represented  by  the  late  Sir  William  Hamil- 
ton, Bart.,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh.  Mr  Balfour  purchased  the 
estate  of  Pilrig  in  1718,  and  died  in  1737. 

The  following  dedication  which  he  made  of  himself  to 
the  Lord  is  still  preserved  at  Pilrig : — 

"  Att  j^  ^  ^  I  gave  myself  up  to  the  Lord,  and  did 

^  Cramond  Register  of  Marriage. 
*  Marriage  Contract. 
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engage  to  be  his  upon  Sabbath,  y^  7th  day  of  September 
1698  years,  and  so  do  write  this  down  that  it  may 
remember  me  of  it,  so  that  I  may  walk  answerable  to  my 
engagements,  serving  the  Lord  and  trusting  in  His  name, 
that  it  may  be  an  answer  to  Satan  y''  tempter,  when 
tempting  me  to  draw  back  from  God  the  Lord  my  God's 
way,  that  I  am  not  my  own  but  bought  with  a  price,  and 
also  an  answer  to  the  world  and  the  lusts  of  the  flesh, 
those  carnal  pleasures,  and  yt  it  may  be  a  witness  ag*  me 
if  I  walk  not  answerable  to  my  engagements,  y^  I  subscribe 
with  my  hand.  Ja.  Balfour." 

In  a  letter  he  addressed  to  his  son  when  about  to  proceed 
to  stvidy  at  the  University  of  Leyden,  he  says  : — 

"Dear  James, — Affection  and  duty  both  do  engage  me, 
now  that  you  are  to  go  beyond  the  sea,  to  give  you  my 
best  counsel  and  advice.  It  is  very  likely  that,  before 
your  return  to  this  country,  some  of  your  friends  and 
acquaintance  may  be  in  eternity,  and  I  look  upon  it  as  a 
great  uncertainty  whether  you  and  I  shall  see  one  another 
in  the  face  again ;  therefore  I  hope  you  will  seriously 
advert  to  what  I  say,  and  frequently  reflect  thereupon, 
and  be  in  earnest  with  God  for  His  grace  to  enable  you  to 
comply  therewith. 
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"  You  were  early  devoted  to  God  in  Baptism,  you  have 
had  a  religious  education,  and  have  made  profession  of 
making  a  surrender  of  yourself  to  God — Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost — in  all  y*  you  are,  or  have,  or  may  have,  or 
can  do,  or  undergo.  I  do  seriously  entreat  you  to  beware 
of  resting  upon  a  profession.  A  form  of  godliness  may  im- 
pose upon  men,  but  can  never  upon  a  holy  and  all-seeing 
God.  Eead  and  ponder  seriously  what  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ  saith  (Luke  xiii.  26  and  27) : 
'  Then  shall  ye  begin  to  say,  We  have  eaten  and  drunk  in 
Thy  presence,  and  Thou  hast  taught  in  our  streets.  But 
He  shall  say,  I  tell  you,  I  know  you  not  v/hence  ye  are ; 
depart  from  Me,  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity.'  Theiefore, 
seek  after  that  life  and  power  of  godliness  (John  iii.  3), 
'  Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
of  God.'  You  are  going  from  your  father's  house,  and 
be  serious  in  seeking  the  presence  of  God  with  you,  His 
protection,  conduct,  and  direction  at  all  times  and  in  all 
places,  and  see  that  you  be  always  depending  upon  Him 
for  the  same.  Live  a  life  of  faith  upon  Jesus  Christ  the 
Son  of  God ;  depend  upon  His  merits  and  intercession 
for  all  you  stand  in  need  of ;  be  careful  to  evidence  the 
sincerity  of  your  faith  by  a  holy  life,  abstaining  from  all 
appearance  of  evil,  conforming  your  heart  and  life  to  the 
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will  of  God's  holy  Word,  doing  all  the  good  you  can,  and 
from  a  principle  of  love  to  God,  and  then  shall  you  ex- 
perience that  such  a  life  hath  a  great  reward  here,  will 
yield  peace  at  death,  and  is  the  straight  road  to  eternal 
life ;  and,  besides  this  general  advice,  there  are  those 
things  I  would  more  particularly  recommend  to  you, 
that  you  would  seek  God  morning  and  evening  by  serious 
and  fervent  prayer ;  and  when  you  are  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  a  retirement  for  that  end,  that  you  be 
most  serious  in  ejaculatory  or  mental  prayer,  and  be 
always  on  your  guard  against  and  dread  formality.  Be 
diligent  in  the  serious  reading  of  God's  holy  Word ;  endea- 
vour after  a  heart-knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  which  are 
able  to  make  you  wise  unto  salvation  ;  attend  the  publick 
ordinance  of  God's  worship  with  reverence ;  remember 
the  Lord's  day  ;  and  as  to  this  last,  as  the  place  whither 
you  are  going  is  branded  with  this  bad  character,  that 
after  publick  worship  is  over  too  great  liberties  are  taken 
in  indulging  themselves  in  idleness  or  diversions,  and 
such  like  or  worse  practices,  I  would  advise  you  not  to 
conform  to  the  bad  practices  of  others,  nor  follow  their 
bad  example,  but  especially  on  that  day,  after  the  publick 
worship,  I  would  recommend  it  to  you  that  you  would 
retire  to  your  own  room  or  closet  and  spend  the  rest  of 
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that  day  in  the  duties  of  serious  closet  religion,  and  this 
will  be  a  happy  means  to  obtain  God's  blessing  on  you 
through  the  week,  His  protection  and  conduct,  and  to 
keep  you  at  a  distance  from  all  manner  of  sin.  In  the 
last  place,  I  entreat  you  to  beware  of  bad  company :  it 
will  be  impossible  for  you  to  shun  being  in  company  with 
such  upon  many  occasions,  but  be  always  on  your  guard, 
hate  their  bad  practices,  and  make  those  who  are  virtuous 
and  fear  God  your  closest  companions.  Your  danger  from 
bad  company  is  more  and  greater  than  you  or  I  either 
do  apprehend  or  can  foresee.  Join  serious  prayer  with 
watchfulness  against  this  snare." 

He  had  by  his  wife,  Louisa  Hamilton,  seventeen  children, 
of  whom  ten  were  married,  and  eight  left  descendants. 
Mrs  Balfour  died  in  1750. 

The  son  to  whom  the  above  letter  was  written  suc- 
ceeded to  Pilrig,  and  became  a  man  of  some  con- 
sideration in.  his  day.  He  was  Sheriff-Substitute  of  the 
County  of  Edinburgh,  when  Lord  was  Sheriff- 

Principal,  therefore  he  presided  over  the  legal  affairs  of 
the  County.  He  was  also  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy, 
and  afterwards  of  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  Nations  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,    Before  his  appointment  as  Pro- 
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f  essor  of  Moral  Philosophy  he  had  entered  the  lists  of  ethical 
controversy  with  David  Hume,  whose  sceptical  opinions  he 
combated  with  vigour,  but  much  courtesy.  He  wrote  anony- 
mously; and  Hume  replied,  on  15th  March  1753,  in  terms 
very  complimentary,  in  a  letter  still  extant :  "  When  I  write 
you  I  know  not  to  whom  I  am  addressing  myself ;  I  only 
know  he  is  one  who  has  done  me  a  great  deal  of  honour,  and 
to  whose  civilities  I  am  obliged.  If  we  be  strangers,  I  beg  we 
may  be  acquainted  as  soon  as  you  think  proper  to  discover 
yourself ;  if  we  be  acquainted  already,  I  beg  we  may  be 
friends ;  if  friends,  I  beg  we  may  be  more  so.  Our  con- 
nection with  each  other  as  men  of  letters  is  greater  than 
our  difference  as  adhering  to  different  sects  or  systems,"  etc. 
The  Professor  was  born  on  20th  August  1705,  and  died 
in  1795,  having  thus  attained  his  ninetieth  year.  His 
portrait,  taken  when  very  old,  represents  him  as  still 
vigorous,  with  a  clear  and  fair  complexion,  hazel  eye,  a 
high  nose,  and  very  pleasing  expression.  He  wears  a 
three-cornered  hat,  a  powdered  wig,  and  no  whiskers,  a 
single-breasted  brown  coat  and  waistcoat,  and  a  white 
neckcloth.  He  married  Cecilia  Elphinstone,  a  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Elphinstone  of  Logie,  Bart.,  and  granddaughter 
of  the  first  Sir  Gilbert  Eliot  of  Minto.^ 

^  The  following  anecdote  lias  been  traditionally  preserved : — During 
the  Covenanting  troubles  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  incurred  considerable  danger 
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I  have  known  many  people  who  were  acquainted  with 
him.  My  own  father  was  twenty- one  when  he  died,  and 
my  grandmother,  who  was  his  daughter-in-law,  and  lived 
with  him  at  Pilrig,  knew  him  thoroughly.  She  did  not  die 
until  I  was  eighteen,  and  she  used  often  to  speak  to  me  of  his 
piety.  The  Eeverend  Sir  Harry  Moncreiff  was  his  minister 
and  intimate  friend.  He  says  of  him  in  his  "  Life  of  Dr 
Erskine  :"  He  was  "a  man  who  united  to  the  learning  of 
a  philosopher  the  purity  of  mind  and  the  sincerity  of  a 
Christian.  If  he  wanted  the  splendour  of  Mr.  Hume's 
genius,  or  the  vigour  and  variety  of  his  talents,  in  the 

by  having  a  child  baptized  by  one  of  the  proscribed  ministers,  and  was 
obliged  to  flee  to  Holland. 

He  was  seated  at  his  own  door,  booted  and  spurred  for  the  journey, 
his  horse  waiting  beside  him,  when  a  little  bird  flew  down  and  alighted 
on  his  boot.  He  shook  it  olf,  but  again  it  returned,  and  yet  again,  a 
third  time.  Turning  to  Ids  friends,  he  said,  "This  means  I  should  be 
off."  So,  bidding  them  farewell,  lie  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  away. 
As  he  rode  out  by  one  gate  the  troopers  entered  by  the  other — just  too 
late — and  he  reached  Holland  in  safety. 

Soon  after,  his  wife  was  summoned  to  Court  and  cross-questioned  as  to 
his  whereabouts.  With  wonderful  tact,  she  baffled  all  their  inquiries,  and 
at  last  the  judge  impatiently  demanded  if  slie  had  heard  from  her  husband 
lately.  She  answered  she  had  a  letter  that  morning.  "And  what  did 
he  say  in  it  ? "  said  the  judge.  "  He  desired  to  be  kindly  remembered  to 
your  lordship,"  was  the  answer.  "  How,  woman,  what  insolence  is  this?" 
thundered  his  lordsliip.  "Why,  my  lord,  he  desired  to  be  kindly  re- 
membered to  all  inquiring  friends,  and  you  are  the  first  to  inquire 
after  him." 
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knowledge  of  ancient  literature  and  philosophy  he  was 
surpassed  by  few  of  his  contemporaries.  For  the  sound 
principles  which  governed  his  life,  for  the  urbanity  and 
primitive  simplicity  of  his  manners,  for  his  conscientious 
endeavours  to  be  useful  in  every  department  to  which  his 
influence  extended,  and  for  the  uniform  cheerfulness  and 
kindness  of  his  private  intercourse,  he  will  always  be 
remembered  with  interest  and  respect  by  those  who  knew 
him,  and  by  his  personal  friends  with  veneration." 

His  eldest  son,  who  grew  to  manhood,  was  John  Balfour 
of  Pilrig,  born  in  1740.  He  married,  in  1773,  his  cousin, 
Miss  Jean  Whytt,  daughter  of  Dr  Whytt  of  Bennochy, 
in  rife,  a  man  so  remarkable  as  to  justify  special  notice. 
He  was  born  in  1714,  six  months  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  Mr  Eobert  Whytt  of  Bennochy,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Scottish  bar.  At  the  age  of  seven  he  lost 
his  mother,  who,  before  her  marriage,  was  Miss  Murray 
of  Woodend,  in  Perthshire.  He  himself  became  dis- 
tinguished as  a  physician  and  physiologist,  and  was 
appointed  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three,  which  chair 
he  held  while  his  brother-in-law  was  Professor  of  Moral 
Philosophy.  In  17fil  he  was  made  First  Physician 
to    the    King,    an    office    which    is    said    to    have    been 
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created  for  him,  and  in  1763  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  Eoyal  College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh,  and  he 
retained  that  appointment  till  his  death.  He  made  some 
valuable  discoveries  in  regard  to  the  laws  of  the  nervous 
system,  which  were  the  foundation  of  the  science  as  it 
now  exists,  and  which  gave  him  a  European  reputation. 
This  his  name  and  works  still  enjoy.  He  was  naturally 
of  a  bold,  enterprising  turn  of  mind,  and  was  extremely 
interesting  as  a  public  lecturer.  His  portrait  was  a  few 
years  ago  placed  in  the  Physicians'  Hall  in  Edinburgh. 
He  married  Miss  Louisa  Balfour,  the  handsome  sister  of 
the  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy.  Her  portrait  is 
often  admired  as  being  among  the  most  beautiful  in  the 
family  collection  at  Mount  Melville. 

I  was  born  on  the  first  anniversary  after  the  death  of 
my  grandfather,  John  Balfour,  which  took  place  in  1814, 
and  I  consequently  did  not  know  him  personally,  but  I 
have  known  many  who  had  been  familiar  with  him.  He 
has  been  described  to  me  as  a  man  rather  of  short  stature, 
and  stout,  who  powdered  his  hair,  wore  knee  breeches  and 
silk  stockings,  and  walked  with  a  gold-headed  cane.  He 
kept  open  house  at  Pilrig  every  Saturday,  when  the  enter- 
tainment was  simple,  but  the  circle  of  friends  varied  and 
charming.     Among  these  were  his  relative,  Willie  Adam, 
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as  my  grandmother  used  to  call  the  Lord  Chief  Commis- 
sioner, and  Mr  Balfour's  nephew,  James  Gibson,  afterwards 
Sir  James  Gibson-Craig,  and  Henry  Dundas  (Lord  Melville), 
and  witty  Harry  Erskine  and  Sir  Harry  Moncreiff,  and 
his  distinguished  son  James,  and  Professor  Eussell,  with 
Dr  Jones,  and  Dr  Colquhoun,  and  Dr  Davidson,  and 
Mr  Simeon  of  Cambridge,  and  also  many  Gibsons  and 
Elliots,  and  Pauls,  and  other  family  connections.  I  have 
heard  old  men  recalling  the  memories  of  these  days, 
telling  of  their  re-unions,  sometimes  in  the  old  house, 
whose  date  is  1638,  and  on  whose  door-stone  is  inscribed 
the  text,  "  For  we  know  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this 
tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  an 
house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens " 
(2  Cor.  V.  1) ;  sometimes  on  the  summer  evenings  walking 
under  the  venerable  trees,  or  down  the  long,  straight  avenue, 
with  its  elms  and  wide-spreading  beeches ;  or  in  the  garden, 
whose  southern  slope  looks  up  to  the  grand  city,  with  its 
castle  rock  and  its  surrounding  hills.  There,  while  the 
distant  bells  were  chiming  their  curfew,  the  party  would 
wander  up  and  down,  entertaining  one  another  with 
varied  conversation,  in  which  it  is  said  that  the  anecdotes 
of  the  Laird,  and  he  had  a  great  fund  of  anecdote,  were 
always   appreciated,  and   he    told   them  with  a   manner 
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delightful  from  its  suavity  and  easy  cheerfulness.  Mr. 
Balfour  was  a  Director  of  the  Carron  Company,  Con- 
vener of  Eoad  Trustees  in  the  County  of  Edinburgh, 
and  was  much  consulted  in  public  matters. 

All  bore  unqualified  testimony  to  his  personal  godli- 
ness. He  addressed  a  letter  to  his  eldest  son  on  his 
coming  of  age,  dated  Pilrig,  7th  January  1795,  which 
breathes  a  tone  of  deep  piety.  In  it,  after  congratulating 
him  on  his  attaining  to  manhood,  and  wishing  that  he 
might  long  live  an  honour  to  his  family,  he  warns  him  of 
the  dangers  of  an  ensnaring  world,  and  urges  him  to  cul- 
tivate the  sentiments  and  principles  of  true  religion — that 
religion  is  a  religion  of  love.  It  tells  us  what  God  has 
done  for  us  in  many  ways,  "  but,  above  all,  in  giving  His 
Son  to  redeem  us,  and  His  Holy  Spirit  to  purify  us." 

On  the  baptism  of  one  of  their  children  he  likewise 
wrote  to  his  son  and  daughter-in-law  a  touching  and  im- 
pressive letter,  urging  them  to  an  absolute  consecration 
of  themselves  and  their  children  to  the  Lord.  "  Oh,  my 
dear  children,"  he  says,  "  my  heart  is  full,  I  would  fain 
lead  you  to  that  fulness  of  joy  that  is  at  God's  right  hand." 

His  wife  was  very  beautiful.  I  recollect  Sir  James 
Gibson- Craig  saying  that  he  thought  her  the  most  lovely 
woman  he  had  ever  seen.     I  remember  her  only  in  her 
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age,  when  her  tall  and  elegant  figure  was  slightly  bent. 
I  can  recall  her  so  vividly  now,  with  her  spotted  shawl 
and  the  black  bonnet,  which  she  always  wore  both  in  the 
house  and  out  of  doors.  In  her  disposition,  seriousness 
and  vivacity  were  finely  mingled,  and  her  conversation 
was  made  racy  by  frequent  expressive  Scotch  phrases, 
spoken  in  the  old  dialect  of  her  native  land,  before  it  had 
begun  to  be  considered  vulgar. 

She  was  converted  about  fifteen,  and  lived  to  eighty- 
three,  during  which  long  life  she  adorned  the  doctrine  of 
the  grace  of  God.  She  resided  chiefly  with  us  at  Pilrig, 
and  many  of  her  sanctified  ways  and  holy  lessons  are  still 
fresh  in  my  memory. 

Mr  Balfour's  sister  Mary  Cecilia  was  born  in  1742,  and 
married  in  1761  to  William  Gibson,  Esq. 

Four  of  their  children,  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  lived 
to  be  upwards  of  eighty,  and  all  died  in  the  Lord  within  a 
year  of  each  other. 

Their  second  son,  John,  v/as  a  corn  factor  in  Leith.  He 
was  tall  and  handsome,  and  generally  spoke  in  the  old 
Scottish  dialect.  He  had  a  fine,  frank  disposition.  He 
was  thoroughly  upright  and  transparent,  and  was  much 
liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  joined  the  Free  Church 
at  the  Disruption  in   1843,  and  adhered  warmly  to  its 
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principles.  He  married  first  in  1810  Miss  Helen  Buchanan 
of  Balloch  Castle,  Dumbartonshire,  who  died  in  1816, 
and  afterwards  in  1825  Miss  Eobina  Gordon,  daughter  of 
Eobert  Gordon,  Esq.,  Sutherlandshire,  He  had  a  family 
by  both  marriages,  some  of  whom  attained  to  important 
and  influential  positions.  Many  of  them  were  eminent 
Christians.  He  died  in  1859,  in  his  eighty- fourth  year. 
His  second  wife  died  in  1879. 

The  third  son,  Lewis,  was  Minister  of  Colinton,  near  Edin- 
burgh, and  was  very  evangelistic  in  his  sentiments  He 
was  born  in  1777,  and  married  Henrietta  Scott  Smith, 
daughter  of  the  minister  of  Galston,  in  1808,  by  whom 
he  had  twelve  children.  He  preached  in  his  church  two 
Sabbaths  before  his  death,  and,  singularly  enough,  his 
text  that  day  was  the  closing  word  of  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
"  Amen."  This  was  a  mere  coincidence,  as  it  had  no 
reference  to  himself,  but  it  was  a  remarkable  winding  up 
of  a  ministry  which  extended  over  nearly  sixty  years. 
His  first  church  was  at  Sorn,  in  Ayrshire.  He  came  to 
Colinton  in  1823.  On  Sabbath,  the  31st  August  of  that 
year.  Sir  Harry  Moncreiff  introduced  him  to  his  charge, 
and  said  of  him,  "  He  has  the  honour  to  be  descended  from 
a  family  who  have  long  held  a  respectable  station  among 
the  gentlemen  of  this  county,  not  more  distinguished  by 
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their  condition  than  by  the  unquestionable  worth  and 
wisdom  of  their  private  characters, — than  by  their  public 
spirit,  and  their  fidelity  in  promoting  every  good  work 
within  their  sphere, — than  what  added  a  thousand-fold 
more  to  every  other  distinction,  their  zealous  attachment 
to  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.  Their  memory  will 
long  be  regarded  with  affectionate  respect  among  those  to 
whom  they  were  individually  known,  though  there  are  now 
but  a  few  survivors  who  can,  like  myself,  look  back  to  their 
society  with  delight  and  gratitude  for  upwards  of  fifty  years." 

The  fourth  son,  Melville,  was  born  in  1781,  and  died 
in  1828.  He  was  remarkably  good-looking,  married 
Miss  Brunton,  and  had  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 

The  only  daughter,  Louisa,  married  James  Mackenzie, 
Esq.,  of  Craigpark,  in  Lanarkshire.  She  was  very  beauti- 
ful, and  a  favourite  toast  in  the  days  when  toasts  were 
fashionable.  She  had  a  fine  figure,  a  graceful  carriage, 
and  a  lively  pleasing  manner  and  warm  affections.  She 
was  deeply  pious,  and  was  much  valued  by  her  Christian 
friends.  She  had  a  large  family,  who  all  predeceased  her, 
except  two  sons. 

The  eldest  son  of  John  Balfour  was  James,  my  father. 
He  was  born  in  1774,  and  was  a  Writer  to  the  Signet 
in  Edinburgh  in  very  considerable  practice.     He  attained 
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the  great  age  of  eighty-six,  and  was  for  thirty  years 
an  elder  in  the  West  Church.  He  was  handsome  in 
person,  with  a  pleasant,  cheerful  expression.  I  remember 
how  we  used  to  admire  him  leading  the  procession  of 
elders  as  they  brought  in  the  elements  to  the  Communion 
table.  He  died  in  1860,  in  the  hope  of  a  glorious 
resurrection. 

He  married  in  1806  Anne  Mackintosh,  a  daughter  of 
John  Mackintosh  of  Corrybrough-More,  an  old  branch  of 
the  Mackintoshes,  who  were  one  of  the  leading  families  of 
the  Clan  Chattan.  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  42nd  High- 
landers— the  Black  Watch — and  became  proprietor  of 
Harwood,  in  Midlothian. 

Both  Captain  Mackintosh  and  his  wife  were  very 
earnest  Christians.  Their  brother-in-law,  Dr  Balfour  of 
Glasgow,  one  of  the  most  eminent  evangelical  ministers 
of  his  day,  thus  describes  Captain  Mackintosh's  death,  in 
writing  to  his  daughter  Isabella :  "  I  have  only  time, 
therefore,  to  add  that  our  worthy  friend  the  Captain, 
after  being  seized  with  this  fatal  stroke,  never  discovered 
the  least  knowledge  or  observation  of  any  person  or 
thing.  ...  In  about  half  an  hour,  or  little  more,  he 
breathed  his  last  in  this  world.  The  numbered  hour 
was  fulfilled.      Sin  died  with   him.      His    enemies  were 
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vanquished.  The  time  of  grievous  amazement  to  his 
suffering  children  and  friends  wiped  for  ever  all  tears 
from  his  eyes,  filled  them  with  the  object  of  his  supreme 
love,  and  began  his  delightful  wonder  in  heaven — his 
eternal  triumph.  .  .  .  Now  the  lody  is  dead  because 
of  sin,  but  the  spirit  is  life  because  of  righteousness.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  his  Lord  found  him  watching,  and 
therefore  he  must  now  be  a  blessed  man  indeed.  Let  us 
follow  his  faith  and  patience,  that  we  may  soon  meet 
never  to  part  again. — Edinr.,  6th  Feby.  1803." 

Captain  Mackintosh's  wife  was  Miss  M'Gilchrist  of  North 
Bar,  in  Renfrewshire.  I  once  incidentally  heard  an  anec- 
dote of  her,  which  was  very  interesting  to  me,  her  grand- 
son. I  was  calling  on  the  Eev.  Mr  Ferguson,  an  Episco- 
palian clergyman  in  Edinburgh,  on  some  business.  When 
it  was  finished  he  asked  me  if  I  was  any  relation  of  Mrs 
Mackintosh,  wife  of  Captain  Mackintosh  of  Harwood.  On 
my  telling  him  that  she  was  my  grandmother,  he  said, "  My 
father  was  minister  of  the  parish  in  which  she  died,  and 
I  have  often  heard  him  say  that,  when  at  that  deathbed, 
he  had  felt  nearer  heaven  than  ever  he  had  been  at  any 
other  time." 

My  mother  was  converted  about  the  time  of  her 
youngest  child's  death,  some  six  or  seven  years  before 
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her  own.  That  took  place  at  PHrig  in  1825,  when  she 
was  only  thirty-eight,  and  I  was  a  boy  of  ten.  My  Aunt 
Mackenzie,  who  was  her  bosom  friend,  used  to  talk  to  me 
about  her  after  my  own  conversiou.  She  told  me 
that  my  mother's  growth  in  grace  was  wonderfully 
rapid,  and  she  gave  me  the  book  that  had  been  the 
means  of  her  conversion.  I  well  remember  many  things 
that  proved  the  reality  of  grace  in  her ;  her  long  closet 
devotions ;  her  concern  for  the  salvation  of  her  children  ; 
her  relish  for  spiritual  conversation  and  books,  and  the 
society  of  godly  people,  and  her  peaceful,  happy  death, 
saying,  as  they  told  her  of  her  danger,  "  I  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  die." 

They  had  nine  children,  who  were  all  heirs  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Three  sons  were  taken  away  in 
infancy,  three  daughters  after  attaining  maturity  and 
leading  godly  lives.  One  of  them  was  married  to  the 
Rev.  Dr  Paul  of  St  Cuthbert's.  The  other  two,  Jane  and 
Anne,  died  of  consumption  at  the  same  time,  and  were 
buried  together  on  the  same  day  in  the  same  grave. 
Anne  in  dying  had  left  a  message  to  Eobert,  saying, 
"  Tell  Bob  to  seek  Him."  That  message  was  blessed  to 
his  conversion.  He  lived  an  eminently  useful,  Christian 
life,  and  when  he  died  at  fifty-one,  it  was  written  in  a 
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biographical  sketch  of  him  which  appeared  in  the 
newspapers,  drawn  by  his  much  loved  friend,  David 
Maclagan :  "  On  the  subject  of  his  personal  piety  this 
is  hardly  the  time  or  place  to  enlarge.  That  it  was 
decided,  yet  most  simple  in  character, — apparent  in  every 
influential  motive,  yet  most  unobtrusive, — none  who  knew 
him  intimately  need  to  be  reminded.  How  he  raised  his 
voice  and  drew  himself  up  in  indignant  remonstrance 
against  any  iniquity  or  impurity,  and  how  he  most 
tenderly  dealt  with  any  to  whom  he  felt  it  a  duty  to 
speak  faithfully  as  to  life  or  conversation,  many  can  bear 
witness ;  and  how  in  the  times  of  the  sorrow  or  anxiety 
of  those  he  loved,  he  spoke  to  them  with  tremulous  lip 
and  moistened  eye,  pointing  them  to  the  highest  sources 
of  consolation,  the  value  and  efficacy  of  which  he  knew 
experimentally,  there  are  many  who  can  remember,  or 
rather  who  can  never  forget.  The  suddenness  of  our 
friend's  call  to  depart  prevented  any  testimony  from  his 
lips  as  to  his  hope  and  confidence.  They  were  not 
needed.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  had 
walked  in  faith  of  a  bright  and  blessed  immortality." 
My  brother  John  and  I  are  the  only  others,  and  we 
are  both  living  in  the  anticipation  of  a  joyful  re-union 
with  those  who  have  sone  before  us. 
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From  this  pedigree  of  grace  my  children  will  see  that 
they  are  the  heirs  of  the  promise  which  is  "  to  you  and 
to  your  children."  But  each  must  take  up  the  inheri- 
tance for  himself;  otherwise,  like  Esau,  despising  the 
birthright,  he  will  lose  the  blessing.  I  live  in  the  belief 
that  they  will  all  be  converted.  I  trust  they  will 
not  be  slothful  Christians,  but  followers  of  them  who 
through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises.  May 
the  God  of  their  fathers  be  the  God  of  each  succeeding 
race ;  and  when  they  think  of  their  lineage,  may  every 
one  of  them  be  ready  to  say : — 

My  boast  is  not  that  I  deduce  my  birth 
From  loins  enthroned,  and  rulers  of  the  earth  ; 
But  higher  far  my  proud  pretensions  rise — 
The  child  of  Parents  passed  into  the  skies. 

]  3  Eton  Terrace, 
Edinbukgh,  September  1891. 


A  RECORD  OF  FAMILY  GRACE.  29 

I  may  add  a  note  of  the  families  of  my  brothers  and 
sisters  and  my  own : — 

My  brother,  John  Mackintosh,  was  born  in  1811,  passed 
W.S.  1835 ;  married  in  1841  Anne  Eainy,  daughter  of  Dr 
Eainy,  Professor  of  Forensic  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Glasgow,  and  succeeded  to  Mount  Melville  as  heir  of 
entail  in  1883,  assuming  the  name  of  Melville  of 
Strathkinnes.  They  had  three  daughters,  Anne  Mackin- 
tosh ;  Barbara  Gordon  ;  and  Margaret  Jane. 

The  first  of  these  married  in  1869  Lieutenant  Charles 
Alexander  Cuningham,  Bombay  Staff  Corps. 
She  died  25th  January  1881. 

They  had  three  daughters,  Anne  Caroline,  Vera  Harriet, 
and  Esmee. 

James  (myself),  born  in  1815 ;  married  in  1844  Eliza 
Ogilvie  Heriot  Maitland,  daughter  of  James  Heriot  of 
Eamornie.  They  had  seven  sons  and  one  daughter.  James 
Heriot,  born  in  1845,  married  in  1878  Mary  Louisa,  eldest 
daughter  of  Sir  David  Dundas  of  Beechwood  and  Dunira, 
Bart.,  and  have  one  son,  Evan  Whyte  Melville,  born  in 
1887;  Frederick  Maitland  and  Francis  Douglas  (twins), 
born  in  1847,  Francis  died  in  1859.  Frederick  entered  the 
army  in  1864,  and  married  in  1878  the  widow  of  the  Eev. 
Mr  Lorimer  ;  has  issue,  Edith  Irene  Maitland,  and  Lillian 
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Constance.  John  Elphinston  and  Eobert  Andrew  Agnew 
(twins),  born  in  1849.  Eobert  in  1891  married,  in 
Australia,  Frances  Janetta  Campbell,  daughter  of  Eev. 
Alexander  J.  Campbell,  D.D,  Leslie  Melville,  born 
in  1854,  married,  in  1879,  Jeanie  Amelia  Wilson, 
adopted  daughter  of  Lord  Justice-General  Inglis.  She 
died  in  1890,  leaving  two  sons,  John  Inglis  and  James 
Elliot.  Emma  Constance,  born  in  1857,  and  Elliot 
Southesk,  born  in  1860. 

My  brother  Eobert  married,  in  1847,  Frances  Grace 
Blaikie,  daughter  of  James  Blaikie,  of  Craigie  Buckler, 
Aberdeen,  and  had  three  sons  and  five  daughters.  The 
sons  were  James,  born  in  1851,  and  died  in  1869; 
Eobert  John,  born  in  1856,  married  in  1889  Frances 
Alice  Learoyd,  died  in  1891,  and  left  a  son,  Claud 
Malcolm,  born  in  1890.  William  Adrian  Alexander,  born 
in  1864.     Their  daughters  were — 

Jane  Garden, 
Anne  Louisa, 
Frances  Elizabeth, 
Edith, 
Margaret  Ida. 

My  sister  Margaret  was  born  in  1807 ;   married  Eev. 
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John  Paul,  D.D.,  of  St.  Cuthbert's,  in  1830  ;  and  died  1860. 
She  had  two  sons.  The  eldest,  William,  was  born  in 
1832 ;  became  minister  of  Whitekirk,  in  East  Lothian , 
and  died  1866.  The  second  son  was  James  Balfour,  born 
1846  ;  married  in  1872  Helen  Margaret,  daughter  of  John 
N.  Torman,  W.S. ;  and  has  issue — 

1.  John  William,         .  .  .        Born  1873. 

2.  Arthur  Forman,      .  .  .  „     1875. 

3.  CuTHBERT  Balfour,  .  .  „     1876. 

4.  MiLLicENT  Jane,      ..... 
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